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Suggested Itinery –
-----------------------------------------

	Itinery
	Destination
	Accommodation
	Transportation
	Things to Do
	My reccomondations / Tips

	Day 1
	Cherai Beach & Backwaters
	Cherai Beach Resort (2N)

(Resort is located 40 Kms north of Cochin near the backwaters and other side is the Arabian sea. Stay in Kerala style cottages, enjoy authentic Malabar food and Ayurvedic Massage)

http://www.cheraibeachresorts.com
Another option is to stay in the Cochin City itself.

http://www.amaravathyresorts.com
http://www.ernakulam.com/rocksprings/index.htm
http://www.ernakulam.com/royal village/index.htm
OR

http://www.ernakulam.com/accommodation.htm
	Prepaid Taxi or Hotel Pickup (prior intimation is required at the time of booking) from Airport to Hotel

Approx distance covered : 30 KMs

Prepaid Taxi details are available at Cochin Airport website– 

http://www.cochin-airport.com/html/0100fram.htm
Cochin Intl Airport is the first private airport in the country and one of the best as compared to other airports
	· Arrive at the resort (30 KMs from airport). Relax & explore resort property (lagoons, ponds, hammocks, Tree House, Lotus Boat, Kerala style homes / cottages, backwaters).

· Visit Cherai Beach in the evening to watch sunset (benches, beach towels & umbrellas  are provided by the resort at no extra cost)

· Enjoy Water Scooter / Speed boat rides in the sea or a paddle boat ride on the backwaters

· Newly built 400 m of walkway with high mast lamps makes beach accessible even in the night


	· Stay in “Machilakom” or “Nalukettu” or similar cottages. Each cottage is unique.

· MACHILAKOM - (Roof top sit out) villa with open air bath garden and the sit out on a tree protruding into the backwater.
· NALUKETTU – Four cornered house with a coconut tree inside and the bathroom with a part of the pond inside and a private island for relaxation.

	Day 2
	Cochin / Fort Kochi
	
	Hire Tourist Taxi from outside or ask Hotel frontdesk to arrange for a cab for half day sightseeing

Approx Distance Covered: 100 Kms max.
	· Visit Cherai Beach early in the morning

· Take Ayurvedic Relaxation / Rejuvenation Massage (prior reservation is required). It is located adjacent to resort property in an ancient house and they will take you there in a country boat through the backwaters. It is run by a couple who are in to this business for last 15-20 yrs.

· Optional – 4 hrs backwater cruise on a country boat in the morning (prior reservation is required. Enquire with front desk)

· Cochin sightseeing in the afternoon – Visit Fort Kochi, Chinese fishing nets, Dutch palace, Jewish Synagogue, St. Francis Church

· Take 1 hr sunset or 2hr boat cruise from Fort Kochi Harbor in the evening 
	· Cherai Beach Resort is located on the Vypeen islands and you will have to take ferry with your cab to reach Fort Kochi. Cochin City is on the other side. However, all the sightseeing places mentioned here are around Fort Kochi. 

· If you’re going for 4 hr backwater cruise, make sure that boat is covered or the weather is cloudy.

· Don’t Miss Ayurvedic Massage at the resort and Evening boat ride around Cochin harbor.

· Fort Kochi offers lots of options for shopping (kerala handicrafts etc.)

	Day 3
	Munnar
	Edassery Eastend, Munnar (2N)

(This not the best hotel but better option as compared to others. It is in the heart of Munnar city and has easy access for many things)

http://www.edasserygroup.com/index.htm
Alternate accommodation can be looked at –

http://www.kaippallil.com/
http://www.elysiumgarden.com/Html/Facilities.htm
http://munnar.com/accomodation.htm
http://www.nivalink.com/kerala/hill.html
	You need to hire a tourist vehicle for rest of your trip. Visit following reliable websites –

http://www.ecotourskerala.com/car_taxi.htm



http://www.keralatravels.com/taxipage.htm
Indica or Ambassador will cost you Rs. 1200 for 200 KMs (Rs. 6-7 per 

KM, Rs 125 night halt charges) 

Approx: Distance Covered :

Cherai – Munnar = 130 Kms

Munnar sightseeing : 30-40 Kms 
	· Checkout from the hotel after the breakfast (max by 9:00 AM) and proceed towards Munnar

· It will take 4 hrs to reach Munnar and last 1 hr of journey is very scenic

· Visit Cheeyappara & Valara waterfall enroute.

· You may have your lunch at Edassery's Farm Yard – Multicuisine restaurant at Adimali (30 Kms before Munnar) or you may have it once you check-in to the hotel at Munnar

· Visit Pothemadu view point, Attukal Waterfalls, Pallivasal Tea Estates, Tea factory (prior intimation is required. Check out at the Tata Tea outlet / office on the main road near Eastend hotel), Chitirapuram & visit Hydel Park in the evening (paddle boating is available). Lots of opportunities for photo shoot

· Visit Munnar town in the night. Shop for the exotic samples of the fresh Munnar Tea at the Tata Tea Outlet.
	· Kaippallil Resorts & Home stay looks another good option

· Most of the Munnar Hotels does not have valley view. Also, you will spend less tile in the hotel during day time and more hours after 6:00 PM

· There is not much to do in Munnar City after dark (6:00 PM). Except for some shopping

· Munnar town is not very appealing and is dirty like any other hill station

· Eastend is conveniently located in the Munnar Town. You can take a walk in the evenings to the market area.

	Day 4
	Munnar
	
	Approx: Distance Covered :

Munnar sightseeing : 100 Kms
	· Visit Munnar - Mattupetty Dam - Indo Swiss Livestock Project - Echo Point - Kundala Dam - Top Station (34 km).

· If time permits, you can visit Rajamalai or Ervikulam national Park in the evening. It is open till 6:00 PM
	· Munnar whether is cloudy most of the times. Hence, you can roam around even in the noon.

· It is recommended to visit Ervikulam National park in the evening (closes at 5:00 PM) and early in the morning. You can easily see the “Nilgiri Tahr” for sure at these hours.

	Day 5
	Plantation Retreat
	Carmelia Heaven, Vandanmedu (1N)

(Resort is located on Munnar – Thekkady route,  25 Kms from Periyar wildlife Sanctuary)

http://www.carmeliahaven.com/
Alternate option is to stay at Chinnakkanal. Most of the hotels here have valley view OR any other place which is situated in the middle of plantations. Options available are –

http://www.nivalink.com/camelot/index.html
http://www.nivalink.com/siena/index.html
http://ecoexotica.com/about.htm
http://www.elaecoland.com/index.htm

	Approx: Distance Covered :

Munnar sightseeing : 30-40 Kms

Munnar – Chinnakkanal = 20 Kms OR

Munnar – Chinnakkanal – Vandanmedu (Carmelia Haven) = 80 Kms


	· Visit Rajamalai (Ervikulam National Park) if not visited before. Or any other places you would like to visit from the list

· Check-out from the Hotel, have lunch and proceed towards Thekkady.

· Visit Devikulam, Lock heart Gap, powerhouse Waterfalls, Chinnakkanal enroute

· Check in to the Hotel after 2 hrs of drive.

· Explore hotel property. Time for relaxation. Inform hotel front desk about the Jeep safari / Plantation visit next day
	· Recommended Place to stay – Round Room, Deluxe Cottage or Tree house (expensive)

· Don’t miss the Plantation visit & Jeep safari. It is fantastic.

	Day 6
	Thekkady
	Silver Crest, Kumily (1N) 

http://www.thekkady.com/silvercrest/
OR

Periyar House (KTDC)

http://www.ktdc.com/Periyar.htm

	Approx: Distance Covered :

Munnar – Thekkady = 25 Kms OR

Periyar sightseeing : 10-20 KMs max


	· Take a guide from the hotel and drive down to kailasam (17 Kms) – 1500 acres of plantations belongs to owner of the resort. Activities at Kailasam will include Jeep Safari to top of the mountain, visit to Cardamom smoke factory, plantation visit, boating in the private reservoir etc. Takes 4 hrs in total and resort does not charge for it. You may give some tip to the guide or to the jeep driver.

· Checkout from the hotel and proceed towards Thekkady

· Visit Periyar Wild Life Reserve in the afternoon. Take elephant ride in the jungle, boat ride to see animals in the wild

· Spend evening in the Kumily town shopping for spices and Handicrafts
	· Don’t expect too much from the wild Life Reserve. Tiger is rare sight but you can see a least elephants in wild and few other animals.

· You need to book for boat ride in advance. There is always rush for it. Carry good capacity binocular or you can get it on rent at the entrance.

· Kumily is the best place to shop for spices

· Early Morning  (7:00 AM) or Evening boat rides (9:00 PM) are recommended to see max animals

	Day 7
	Kumarkom
	Check-in to houseboat for with overnight stay  -http://www.ecotourskerala.com/Houseboats.htm
OR another option is to check-in to the hotel / backwater resorts –

http://www.nivalink.com/kerala/backwaters.html

	Approx: Distance Covered :

Thekkady – Kumarkom = 140 Kms


	· Check-out max by 9:00 AM and proceed towards Kumarkom for 3 hrs journey.

· Check-in to the houseboat at 12:00 PM

· You will cruise through Wembanad Lake, Allepy backwaters, Bird Sanctuary etc. Lunch, dinner and next day morning breakfast will be on board. Houseboat will be anchored in the night. Unique experience of Kerala.
	· Unlike Kashmir, House-boat is very expensive in Kerala however, it is unique experience.

· If you decide to stay in cottage, you can always take boat-ride on the backwaters for 2-4 hrs.

· You may or may not keep the Tourist Vehicle. Next day, you can hire local cab to reach airport.

	Day 8*
	Allepy / Cochin
	If required you may stay at Lotus 8 Business & Leisure Hotel (Opp. to Kochi Airport) for few hours (5, 8, 12 or 24 hrs) till the time of flight.
	Approx: Distance Covered :

Kumarkom – Kochin Airport = 100 Kms AND

Allepy sightseeing = 30-40 KMs


	· Check-out from houseboat at 10:00 AM

· Visit few places around Kumarkom and Allepy - http://www.alappuzha.com/htm/tourist.htm
· Proceed towards Airport to catch return flight to Mumbai. Aprox travel time required to reach Airport is max 2 hrs.
	· Allepy is 70 km south of Kochin whereas airport is 30 kms north of cochin

· If you have flight at odd times, then LOTUS 8 is best place to stay on hourly basis.


* You may extend your trip to cover Thiruvanathpuram, Kovalam Beach and Kanyakumari.
-----------------------------------------

Standard Itinery from the Tour Operators

-----------------------------------------

	Day 1
	Trivandrum - Kanyakumari

	Arrive at Trivandrum airport, report to the coach and proceed to Kanyakumari. Guest coming by train at Kanyakumari will report to the hotel. Evening visit Kanyakumari Mandir, Tri Samudra Milan, Gandhi Mandapam and Sun set point.

	Day 2
	Kanyakumari - Trivandrum - Kovalam

	Enjoy sunrise at Kanyakumari. Take a ferry ride to Swami Vivekananda Rock. Depart to Kovalam. Enroute enjoy speed boat ride at Velli Lake and Velli Garden. Arrive at Kovalam in the evening. 

	Day 3
	Trivandrum - City Tour - Kovalam

	Visit Padmanabh Swami Temple, Raja Ravi Art Gallery, Napier Museum and have fun at Kovalam beach.
Please Note: At Padmanabh Swami Temple, Gentlemen have to wear plain white / black loongi and Ladies have to wear any colour saree. 

	Day 4
	Kovalam - Kottayam

	Arrive at Kottayam. Enjoy the famous Backwaters ride from Kottayam to Alleppey. 

	Day 5
	Kottayam - Periyar (Thekkady)

	Arrive at Periyar. Free time for shopping a variety of rich spices and cashewnuts at Kumily Spice Village. 

	Day 6
	Periyar - Munnar

	Visit Periyar Wildlife Sanctuary by boat ride on Periyar Lake. Arrive at Munnar in the evening. 

	Day 7
	Munnar

	Enjoy speed boat ride at Mattupetty Dam, Visit Tea Estate, Eco Point and Eravikulam National Park.

	Day 8
	Munnar - Cochin

	Arrive at Cochin. Free time for shopping. Enjoy Kathakali dance performance in the evening.

	Day 9
	Cochin - City Tour

	City tour by Harbour Cruise includes Chinese Fishing Nets, St. Francisco Church, Jewish Synagogue and Dutch Palace. Enjoy delicious lunch at Taj Malabar 5 star hotel. Enjoy get-together with your travel companions in the evening. 

	Day 10 
	Departure from Cochin

	Board the flight for your hometown. Tour concludes.


-----------------------------------------

Important Websites to refer -

-----------------------------------------

www.mapsofindia.com/maps/kerala/keralaroads.htm
http://www.nivalink.com/kerala
http://www.nivalink.com/kerala
http://keralatourism.org
http://www.ernakulam.com/accommodation.htm
http://www.cochin-airport.com
http://munnar.com/
http://www.thekkady.com
http://www.alappuzha.com/htm/tourist.htm
-----------------------------------------

Kerala Maps -

-----------------------------------------

http://www.mapsofindia.com/maps/kerala/
http://www.mapsofindia.com/maps/kerala/fort-kochi-map.html
http://www.mapsofindia.com/maps/kerala/kerala-at-a-glance/index.html
http://www.mapsofindia.com/maps/kerala/keralaroads.htm
http://www.mapsofindia.com/maps/kerala/kerala-travel-map.htm
http://www.mapsofindia.com/maps/kerala/munnar-map.htm
http://www.mapsofindia.com/maps/kerala/periyar-map.htm
-----------------------------------------

Kerala Food -

-----------------------------------------

Things you should eat -

· Idiappam (Rice Semiyan) with Egg Roast or Kadla (Chana) Curry

· Avial (veg)

· Payasam
· Tender Coconut water

· Seer (Surmai) Fish Fry

· Kari Mean - Fish cooked in banana / turmeric leaves

· Kerla Pappadam

Refer to http://www.pachakam.com/ for more details

-----------------------------------------

Sight Seeing -

-----------------------------------------



MATTANCHERRY PALACE

It is also known as Dutch Palace, built by the Portuguese and presented to the Raja of Kochi in 1555 A.D. It acquired the present name after 1663 when the Dutch carried out extensions and repairs in the palace. It is interesting to note that at no time did the Portuguese or Dutch actually stay here. Its interiors are decorated with murals from the Ramayana and there are some lively displays of royal costumes and palanquins. 

Timings: 1000 hrs to 1700 hrs. Closed on Fridays and national holidays. 

JEWISH SYNAGOGUE

Situated In MATTANCHERRY the Synagogue was built in 1568 AD. The Great Scrolls of the Old Testament, the copper plates in which the grants of privilege made by the Kochi rulers were recorded and the exquisite Chinese hand-painted tiles are of interest. 

Timing: 1000 hrs to 1200 hrs and 1500 hrs to 1700 hrs. Closed on Saturdays and Jewish Holidays.


ST. FRANCIS CHURCH

Located at Fort Kochi this Protestant church was originally built by the Portuguese in 1510 AD and is believed to be the oldest church built by the Europeans in India. lt is here the remains of the inveterate traveler, Vasco da Gama were initially buried and 14 years later, his mortal remains were taken to Portugal . 

SANTA CRUZ BASILICA CHURCH

Fort Kochi The Roman Catholic Church situated close to St. Francis Church and is worth visiting. Some beautiful paintings can be seen here. 

ST. FRANCIS ASSISI CHURCH 

St.Francis Assissi church popularly knows as Naduvileppalli,the most beautiful and old church in Ernakulam city,the blend of Portuguese and Kerala style of architecture.The unique feature churche's roof is that the entire hyper bolic para bloid shell roof rests only on the centre pillars on the either sides.It has completed 179th year existence....Hundreds of people come here at odd times to sit in the quietness of the church to commune with god.


CHINESE FISHING NETS

Fort Kochi- The Chinese Fishing nets that line the sea-front and exhibit a mechanical method of catching fish by local fishermen in Fort Kochi. Said to have been brought from China by traders of Kubala Khan's Court, they are used at high tide. 



BOLGHATTY PALACE

Bolghatty Palace is situated in Bolghatty Island a narrow palm-fringed Island easily accessible from the mainland. The Palace was built by the Dutch in 1744. Later, it became the seat of the British Resident and today this has been converted into a hotel run by the KTDC. 
VALLARPADAM CHURCH
The Basilica of Our Lady of Vallarpadam adds another landmark to its growing reputation with the completion of 20 stations that will depict the 20 mysteries of the rosary. The 20 stations will feature the mysteries that are celebrated by Catholics all over the world. These include the Joyous Glorious, Sorrowful Mysteries and the Mysteries of Light that were added to the original by Pope John Paul II. The Vallarpadam Church, which was already a national pilgrim centre, was raised to the status of a Basilica on the basis of a request submitted by Archbishop Daniel Acharuparampil of Varappuzha in December 2003.The Vallarpadam church was bestowed a special status by Pope Leo XIII in 1888. In 1951, it was declared a pilgrim centre. 


HILL PALACE MUSEUM  (Tripunithura-682301 Tel: 781113) 

Hill Palace Museum is situated 12 km away from Eranakulam on the Eranakulam Chottanikkara route.Different types of sculptures, collection of rare coins, old weapons, manuscripts in ancient scripts and collection from Kochi Royal Family are exhibited here. Tourist may also visit the Deer Park situated there. Horse riding facility is also available. The Parishith Thampuran Museum situated at the Durbar Hall Ground together with its collection was transferred to Hill Palace Museum in 1997. 

Timings: 9:00 hrs to 12:30 hrs and 14:00 hrs to 16:30 hrs. Closed on Mondays & National holidays. 
Admission : Rs. 10/- per adult; Rs. 5/- per child. Camera Rs. 20/- Video Camera Rs. 1000/- for photography.

WILLINGDON ISLAND

A man-made island created from the material dredged while deeping Kochi Port. Situated between the main land Emakulam and the old town Mattancherry and separated by the backwaters. Willingdon Island is an important part of Kochi. The Govt. of India Tourist Office, the Southern Naval Command Headquarters, the Seaport, Naval Airport, Railway terminus, Customs House, Kochi Port Office etc are all located in this island. 

MUSEUM OF KERALA HISTORY  (Edappally, Kochi - 682024 Tel: 558296) 

Situated at Edappally 10 km on the National Highway from Eranakulam on the Alwaye route. Presents one hour light and sound spectacles of life-size sculptures in concrete, of the makers of Kerala history, together with the background music and commentary with glimpses of the vastness and diversity of Kerala's history over the centuries. 

Timings: 10:00, 10:30, 11:00, 11:30 12:00, 14:00, 14:30, 15:00 15:30, 16:00 
Closed on Mondays and Public holidays. 
Admission: Rs. 5/- per adult and Rs.2/- per child/student up to 12 years Rs.2.50 


M. N. F. GALLERY OF PAINTINGS & SCULPTURES (Edappally, Kochi-682 024). 

The centre for Visual Arts and Gallery Paintings & Sculptures is situated at Edappally about l0km from Emakulam and located next to Museum of Kerala History. It houses about two hundred original paintings of recognized Indian masters, both contemporary and of the past. There is also a large collection of modern sculptures in marble, bronze, granite etc. 

Timings: 10:00 hrs to 17:00 hrs. 
Admission: Rs.5- per adult and Rs. 3- per child/student. 

Mangalavanam-" The green lung of Kochi city" 

The ecologically sensitive Magalavanam is safely tucked away behind the Ernakulam High Court. This evergreen forest land in the heart of Kochi is a green oasis for many migratory birds as a nesting ground. Visitors to Mangalavanam are captivated by the sheer variety of migratory birds that have nested atop the huge trees. 

Get a little closer and the birds fly away, leaving behind the eggs and newborns at the mercy of crows and kites. These birds are sensitive to the presence of human beings.

Mangalavanam is the only existing green lung in Kochi city, offering a nesting ground for a vast variety of migratory birds and supporting many varieties of mangroves. As a source of oxygen, the rare eco-system in the heart of Kochi city, Mangalavanam has been keeping pollution under check. Thus, it supports to become rich resource for eco-tourism. 
Guruvayur Temple - Temple of Lord Krishna, situated at Trichur District.
	Marine Drive 

	Marine Drive is considered to be one of the most beautiful parts of the city. It is also called  Shanmugham Road. The marine walk is the main hangout for the local populace as the view of the backwaters and the harbor from here is excellent. At night the lights from the various ships anchored at the harbor is just breathtaking. There are various buildings along the Marine Drive which are good examples of modem architecture with the notable one being Asoka Apartments on the southern end of the Marine Drive with a huge Namaste, the traditional greeting.  


The Marine Drive is gradually catching up as another busy retail center. The lively GCDA Commercial Complex along the waterfront features a kaleidoscope of several business establishments and other institutions, fast foods and cafes, and a variety of shops selling anything from perfumes to high-capacity refrigerators. Luxury apartments, elegant hotels, and office buildings are located on either side of the main Shanmugham Road which terminates at High Court Junction on the northern end, where the Ram Mohan Palace - the seat of the Kerala High Court - is situated. An evening stroll along the water-side promenade is a favorite pastime. 


Broadway - narrow despite its name - running parallel to the east of Shanmugham Road is among the city's oldest and busiest shopping streets, where the best buys include clothes and spices. The main Ernakulam market is also located alongside Broadway. 
	


Cochin Boat Tour (Daily)

1st Tour – 9 A.M to 12.30 P.M
2nd Tour – 2 P.M to 5.30 P.M fare Rs:100/-

Place covered: Dutch Palace, Synagogue, Chinese fishing Nets, St. Francis Church and Bolgatty Island 
Village Back water Canal Tour (Daily)

1st Tour – 8.30 A.M to 1P.M
2nd Tour – 2.30 P.M to 7 P.M fare Rs: 350/-

(Experience beauty of Kerala backwater and village life)

Highlights of the Tour:

1. The only Govt: agency in Cochin, operating conducted tours
2. All tours are escorted by qualified and experienced guides
3. Advance reservations available at all KTDC Hotels and Tourist Reception Centre’s of KTDC and major hotels in the city



	Mattupetty (13 km from Munnar)

	Situated at a height of 1700 Mts , Mattupetty is famous for its highly specialised dairy farm, the Indo-swiss live stock project. Over 100 varietes of high yielding cattle are reared here.Visitors are allowed into three of the eleven cattle sheds at the farm

Visit Time : 0900 - 1100 hrs and 1400 - 1530 hrs. 
Rate : Rs. 5/- per head. ( liable to change)

The Mattupetty lake and dam , just a short distance from the farm, is a very beautiful picnic spot. The sprawling Kundala tea plantations and the Kundala lake are other attractions in the vicinity. DTPC Idukki provides boating facilities on the Mattupetty Dam. Speed Launch and slow speed motor boats are available on hire.

	
Pothamedu (6 km from Munnar)

	Pothamedu offers an excellent view of the tea, coffee and cardamom plantations in Munnar. The rolling hills, the lush mountain and the breathtaking scenery here is ideal for trekking and long mountain walks.

	
Devikulam (7 km from Munnar)


This idyllic hill station with its velvet lawns, exotic flora and fauna and the cool mountain air is a rare experience. The Sita Devi Lake with its mineral waters and picturesque surroundings is a good picnic spot. The lake is also ideal for trout fishing.

Pallivasal (8 km from Munnar) 

This is the venue of the first Hydro Electric Project in Kerala and a place of immence scenic beauty.

	
Attukal (9 km from Munnar)

	A panorama of waterfalls and rolling hills, Attukal, located between Munnar and Pallivasal, is a feast for the eyes. The place is also ideal for long treks.

	
Nyayamakad (10 km from Munnar)

	Located between Munnar and Rajamala, Nyayamakad is a land of breathtaking waterfalls. The waters cascade down a hill from a height of about 1600 meters. The enchanting surroundings makes an excellent picnic spot and trekking point.

	
Chithirapuram (10 km from Munnar)

	With its sleepy little cottages, bungalows, old playgrounds and courts, Chithirapuram still exudes an old world charm. Home of the Pallivasal Hydel Power Project, this hill town is also famous for its picturesque tea plantations.

	
Lock Heart Gap (13 km from Munnar)

	This is an ideal place for adventure tourism and trekking. The fresh mountain air, the mist-clad hills and panoramic view make it worthy of a visit.

	
Rajamala (15 km from Munnar)

	The natural habitat of the Niligiri tahr , Rajamala is 2695 Mts above sea level. Half the world's population of the rare mountain goat or tahr which is fast becoming extinct, is now found here. The Niligiri tahr in Rajamala are now to be found in small herds found in Eravikulam-Rajamala region. The total number of Niligiri Tahrs in Rajamala is estimated to be over 1300.

Visiting Time : 0700 - 1800 hrs.
Visitors are not allowed during the monsoon.
Entry Pass : Rs. 10 for adults, Rs. 5 for children below 12 years, Rs. 50 for foreigners.( liable to change)
Permitting Authority : Wild Life DFO, Munnar. 

	
Eravikulam National Park (15 km from Munnar)

	The 97 sq. km. park is situated in the Devikulam Taluk and is home to the Nilgiri Tahr. The Anamudi peak (2695 Mts) is located in the Southern region of the park.

Originally established to protect the Nilgiri tahr (Nilgiri Ibex), the Eravikulam National Park is situated in the Devikulam Taluk of the Idukki District. It was declared as a sanctuary in 1975. Considering the ecological, faunal, floral, geo-morphological and zoological significance, it was declared as a National park in 1978. It covers an area of 97 sq kms of rolling grasslands and high level sholas (evergreen forests). The park is breathtakingly beautiful and is easily comparable to the best mountain ranges found anywhere in the world. 

	
Sanctuary Visit :

The park is divided into 3 regions - the core area, the buffer area and the tourism area. Visitors are allowed only to the tourism area which is in the Rajamala region. The Nilgiri Tahr can be observed at close quarters here.

Trekking facilities are available here. Tourists are allowed to go on foot up to Anamudi. This is also a place for adventure tourism. 

Trekking Areas : Anamudi, Rajamala. 

	
Power House Waterfalls (18 km from Munnar)

	The waterfall on the way to Thekkady from Munnar cascades down a steep rock 2000 Mts above sea level. The spot is enriched with the scenic Western mountain ranges, and is an ideal place for a break on the way to the Periyar Wildlife Sanctuary in Thekkady.

	
Kundala (20 km from Munnar)

	Kundala is a picturesque town on the way to Top Station. The Golf Course which belongs to Tata Tea Ltd. is located here. The Kundala artificial dam is another attraction. Aruvikkad Waterfall is also near Kundala.

	CSI Christ Church

	The British built the Christ Church in 1910 AD. Built of stone, the church is known for its stained glass windows. There are several brass plaques in the church placed in the memory of the tea planters.


	IN AND AROUND MUNNAR 

	Anayirangal (22 kms from Munnar):

It's a lush green carpet of tea plants. A trip on the splendid reservoir is an unforgettable experience. The Anayirangal dam is surrounded by Tata Tea plantations and evergreen forests. It is an ideal picnic spot.

Devikulam (7 kms from Munnar)

	This idyllic hill station with its velvet lawns , exotic flora and fauna and the cool mountain air offers a rare experience to visitors. The Sita Devi lake with its mineral waters and picturesque surroundings is a good picnic spot. The lake is also ideal trout fishing.

	
Valara (10 kms from Adimali on the Kochi-Madurai highway)

Valara has a chain of waterfalls surrounded by thick green forests.

Marayoor (40 kms from Munnar)

This is the only place in Kerala that has a natural growth of sandalwood trees. The sandalwood factory of the forest department, the caves(muniyaras) with the murals and relics from the New stone age civilization and the children's park spread across a hectare of land under the canopy of a single banyan tree, are of great interest to tourists. Thoovanam waterfalls and Rajiv Gandhi National Park are also nearby.

	
Cheeyappara

	The Cheeyappara and Valara waterfalls are located between Neriamangalam and Adimali on the Kochi - Madurai highway.

	
Top Station (32 kms from Munnar) 

1700 Mts above sea level , this is the highest point on the Munnar-Kodiakanal road. The rare Neelakurunji (strobilanthus) belongs to this region. Top Station (a viewing point) also offers a panoramic view of neighbouring state of Tamil nadu.

Echo Point (15 km from Munnar)

This scenic place gets its name from the natural echo phenomenon here. Echo point is on the way to Top Station from Munnar.

Meenuli
It is noted for 2 acres of evergreen forests upon a huge rock. The rock is more than 500 acres in area and an ideal spot for mountaineering.

	
Malankara Reservoir (6 kms from Thodupuzha)

	Located on the Thodupuzha - Moolamattam road, this artificial lake is accessible by road. The reservoir is ideal for boating and fishing.

	
Thommankuthu waterfalls (17 kms from Thodupuzha)
The seven step waterfall here is a much loved picnic spot . At each step there is a cascade and a pool beneath . Thommankuthu is an ideal place for adventure tourism. (This is also a tricky spot and visitors are advised to exercise caution !)

Nadukani (25 kms from Idukki)

	Moolamattam town , Malankara lake etc. can be viewed from the high pavilion situated here.

	
Kalvari mount

This is a famous pilgrim centre on the way to Kattapana.

Palkulamedu (12 kms from Idukki)

Kochi, Allapuzha and other nearby towns can be seen from this peak at 3125 mts above sea level.

	
Chithirapuram (10 kms from Munnar)

	With its sleepy little cottages, bungalows, old play grounds and courts, Chithirapuram still exudes an old world charm. Home of the Pallivasal Hydel power project, this hill town is also famous for its picturesque tea plantation.

	
Ramakalmedu (16 kms from Nedumkandam)
Rolling green hills and fresh mountain air make Ramakalmedu an enchanting retreat. The hilltop also offers a panoramic view of the picturesque villages of Bodi and Kambam on the Eastern slope of the Western ghats. One can enjoy the splendid beauty of nature. This is an ideal place for trekkers and mountain climbers.

	
Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary (60 km from Munnar)

	Situated on the Tamil Nadu border, the Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary is spread across 90.44 sq km.

	Animals

Most of the Southern Indian wild animals can be found in this forest. These include the grizzled giant squirrel, champal squirrel, elephant, sambar deer, gaur etc.

Birds

Jungle fowl, myna, laughing thrush, black bulbul, peafowl etc.

	Access

	Munnar - Udumalpetta Road

60 km

Coimbatore - Udumalpetta - Chinnar Road

100 km

Cochin - Chinnar

190 km

Parambikulam via Pollachi - Chinnar via Udumalpetta

60 km

Kottayam - Chinnar

250 km



	
Visiting Time

	0700 - 1800 hrs. Entry passes are available at the office of the Assistant Conservator of Forests or the Check Post Information Counter.

	
Permitting Authority

	Wildlife Warden, Idukki Wild Division, Painav/Wildlife DFO, Munnar. 

	
Trekking Routes

	Palapetty, Champakad
Karimuty - Inchapetty
Karimuty - Alampetty

	
High Range Club

	Charmingly colonial in style, this clubhouse built of wicker and teak still serves as a social centre for the far - flung farmers of the region around Munnar. The club houses an elegant lounge and a dining room, the obligatory gentleman's bar, a billiards room, a library etc. Entry is limited to members only.

	
Trekking Points in Munnar

	Anamudi, Rajamala, Meesapulimala, Top Station, Kundala, Devikulam.

	
Sightseeing Tours

	Sightseeing tours are arranged from the District Tourist Infornation Office, Thekkady Jn., Kumili. Tours cover spice plantations, herbal gardens, tribal settlements, other places in and around Munnar etc.

	
Tourist Circuits in Munnar

	Munnar - Mattupetty Dam - Indo Swiss Livestock Project - Echo Point - Kundala Dam - Top Station (34 km).

	Munnar - Pothamedu - Chitirapuram - Pallivasal - Cheyappara - Adimali - Valara (40 km).

	Munnar - Rajamala - Marayoor - Chinnar (70 km).

	Munnar - Devikulam - Lock Heart Gap - Power House Waterfalls - Anayirankal (32 km).




MAP

	DISTANCE OF A FEW MAJOR TOWNS FROM THEKKADY 

	Kumily : 4 km , Sabarimala via Pullumedu : 50 km, Idukki : 65 km, Munnar 106 km , Kumarakom 128 km, Sabarimala via Erumeli : 134 km, Kodaikanal : 149 km, Alappuzha : 164 km, Kollam : 220 km , Ooty : 390 km. 


IN AND AROUND THEKKADY

	The Periyar Wildlife Sanctuary (Entry : 0600 to 1800 hrs)

	Lying close to the plantations, in the rich jungles of Periyar in Thekkady is one of the world's most fascinating natural wildlife reserves - the Periyar Wildlife Sanctuary. Spread across 777 sq. km, of which 360 sq. km is thick evergreen forest, the Periyar Wildlife Sanctuary was declared a Tiger Reserve in 1978. Noted for its geo-morphological diversity of wildlife and scenic beauty, the Reserve attracts visitors from all over the world. The splendid artificial lake formed by the Mullaperiyar Dam across the Periyar river adds to the charm of the park. This is the only sanctuary in India where you can have the unique experience of viewing wildlife at close quarters from the safety of a boat on the lake. The greatest attraction of Periyar remains the large herds of wild elephants that come down to the lake's edge


	The sanctuary watch towers

	There are three watch towers for observing wild life - at Edappalayam and Manakkavala and Thannikudi. Reservations can be made at the Forest information Counter, Thekkady. Tel. : +91-486-322028. 


	Kumily (4 km from Thekkady)

	This plantation town, closely associated with Thekkady, is situated on the outskirts of the Periyar Sanctuary. It is an important shopping centre and spice trade centre, the main bus station and most of the medium range accommodation in the Periyar region is in Kumily. 


	Murikkady (5 km from Thekkady) 

	Washed in fresh spice scented air, Murikkady is a panorama of cardamom, coffee and pepper plantations. 


	Pandikuzhi ( 5 km from Kumily) 

	This picturesque place is cradled between Chellarkovil and the Tamil Nadu State border is a popular picnic spot. Pandikuzhi offers great opportunities for trekking and is a photographer's delight. 


	Mangala Devi Temple ( 15 km from Thekkady) 

	This ancient temple is hidden in the dense woods at the top of a peak 1337 M above sea level. The temple is built in the traditional Kerala style of architecture. Visitors are allowed here only on the Chithra Pournami festival day. The peak commands a panoramic view of the other side of the ghats and the vast plains of Tamil Nadu. Permission to visit the area can be obtained from the Wildlife Warden at Thekkady. Tel. : 91-486-322027. 


	Chellarkovil ( 15 km from Kumily)

	

This sleepy little village with its spectacular view of the plains (and cascading waterfalls during the monsoons) is a feast for your eyes. The village slopes down to the famous coconut groves of Kambam in neighbouring Tamil Nadu. 

	
	Vandiperiyar ( 18 km from Thekkady)

	The river Periyar flowing through the centre of this town nourishes its vast tea, coffee and pepper plantations. A major trade centre, Vandiperiyar is also home to a number of tea factories. The Government Agriculture Farm and Flower Gardens have a delightful array of rose plants, orchids and anthurium. 


	Vandanmedu ( 25 km from Kumily)

	This is one of the world's largest auction centres for Cardamom. A walk through the sprawling cardamom plantaions of Vandanmedu is a pleasent experience. 


	Pullumedu ( 43 km from Thekkady, 26 km from Periyar)

	The winding journey to this hill town, along the Periyar river, offers a stunning view of the rolling hills draped in lush greenery. Velvet lawns, rare flora and fauna add to the beauty of Pullumedu which can be accessed from a jeep. The famous Sree Ayyappa temple at Sabarimala and the Makara Joythi illuminations at the shrine are visible from here. Since it is part of the restricted forest zone, special permission to visit Pullumedu has to be obtained from the Wildlife Preservation Officer, Thekkady Tel.+ 91-486-322027 or The Range Officer, Vallakkadavu Tel. :+ 91-486-352515. 


	MULLAPERIYAR DAM 

	Mullaperyiar dam was built by British in 1895. It stands on Peryiar river whose flow originates from Thekkady.The dam was built mainly for watering the paddy fields of Tamil Nadu perennially drought - prone. Even though the dam is now in Kerala, most of the water in the reservoir is still released to Tamil Nadu and is cause for considerable political tensions between the two states. The dam is 175 feet tall in height and is 5704 feet long.


	

	


THINGS TO DO

	Plantation Tours

	Plantation Eco-Tours are arranged from the District Tourism Information Office at Thekkady jn. in Kumily. Tours cover cardamom, pepper, coffee and tea plantations, tea factories, tribal settlements and the surrounding hill regions Tel. : 91-486-322620. 

	Elephant rides 

	The forest Department, Thekkady offers facilities for elephant rides through the jungle. Time : 1000 to 1700 hrs. Duration of a trip : 30 minutes Fare : Rs. 30 per person. Tickets are available from the wildlife information Counter Tel. : 91-486-322028 

	Trekking 

	Main trekking areas in Thekkady : Kurisumala near Kumily, Pullumedu, Ottakathalamedu : 5 km from Kumily, Grampi near Vandiperiyar. The Forest Department conducts daily treks from the boat landing station at Thekkady to the Nellikkampetty area and Manakkavala. Starting : 0700 hrs. Fare Rs. 10 + entrance fee. Booking can be made with the Wildlife Preservation Officer, Thekkady Ph : 322027 322028. 

	Boat cruises on the Periyar Lake

	0700, 0930, 1130, 1600 hrs. Fare : Lower deck : Rs 25 + 10 ( entrance fee) Upper deck : 50 + 10 (entrance fee). The forest Department (Contact Ph : 322023) conducts boating trips from Thekkady. Entrance fee at check post. Foreigners : Rs. 50 (valid for 3 days) Domestic tourists Rs. 2 

	

	Shopping

	Spices
Perrmede Marketing Co-operative society Ltd., Thekkady Jn. 

Tel. : 91-486-2322256 . 



	Handicrafts
Grama silpa, Kumily 

Tel. : 91-486-322247 . 

Kairali Handicrafts, Aranya Nivas . 

Tel. : 91-486-2322023 






	Places of Interest: Around Kumarakom 

	Aruvikkuzhi Waterfalls
Pay a visit to the picturesque Aruvikkuzhi Waterfalls Located 18km from Kottayam town, 2 km down a mud lane from Kumarakom is this beautiful picnic spot where streams tinkle as they make their way through the landscape and waters roar as they cascade down the mountains from a height of 100 ft. 
Pathiramanal (sands of midnight), an enchanting island on the lake, can be accessed by boat from here. This 10 acre island on the backwaters is home to many rare varieties of migratory birds from different parts of the world. According to mythology a young Brahmin dived into the Vembanad Lake to perform his evening ablutions and the water madeway for the land to rise from below. The island can be accessed only by boat. A cruise along the Vembanad Lake is the best way to experience the sanctuary.

	Kottayam

	
	Kottayam is an ancient town famous for its churches, especially the 700 years-old churches, the Cheria palli ('small church') with exceptionally lovely paintings over the altar and the Valia palli('Big Church') perched on a picturesque hillock over a small cluster of houses. In the St.Mary's Church Kuravilangad built in 355 AD there is an old bell which bears a hitherto undeciphered inscription. The mortal remains of the blessed Alphonsa and the Blessed Father Chavara are entombed at the St.Mary's Church at Bharananganam and the St.Joseph's Monastery Church at Mannanam respectively. Thousands gather at these holy shrines during festive occasions. Pala town and Kanjirappally, nourished by the Meenachil and Manimala rivers respectively are centers of rubber plantations. The Ettumanoor Shiva Temple 12 km north of town, has exceptionally beautiful wall paintings and sculptures inside the temple. In the heart of Kottayam town is the much venerated Thirunakkara Mahadeva temple. 

Enter Bay Island Museum

	Erumely

	This is an important pilgrim centre for the Hindus and Muslims. Sree Dharmasastha Temple here is an ancient temple dedicated to Lord Ayyappa. Pilgrims going to Sabarimala alight here.

	Aranmula

	50km from Kottayam, Aranmula is the site of the splendid Onam festival boat races, usually in early September. These races unlike the more sporting Nehru Trophy race at Alappuzha in August are essentially religious, based on a temple festival. Caparisoned elephants with beaded umbrellas, processions of decorated floats, and highly ornate boats make this a lovely event to witness. Aranmula is also the centre of bell metal mirror crafts.

	Vagamon

	Vagamon, 64 km from Kottayam and 34 km from Pala, situated at an elevation of 1100 meters above sea level is a trekker's paradise. It is an ideal tourist spot surrounded by the greenery of tea gardens, beautiful meadows and  valleys. Other attractions: Thangal Para, Indo-Swiss project, Kurisumala Ashram.

	Elaveezha Poonchira

	Elaveezha Poonchira is yet another picnic spot accessible from Pala and located in the midst of beautiful hills.

	Vaikom 

	40km from Kottayam, famous for the Shiva Temple. The festival in November-December, last for 12 days and the 'Panchavadyam' is an important musical performance

	Back Waters 

	
	

	Kerala is known for its panoramic backwater stretches, lush green paddy fields, highlands and beaches. The major backwater stretch is in Kottayam district, where a network of rivers and canals empty into the great expanse of water called the Vembanad Lake. Located at Kumarakom 16 km from Kottayam town, the Vembanad Lake, an enchanting picnic spot and a fast developing backwater tourism destination, provides boating, fishing and sight seeing experiences that are truly exhilarating. 

Kumarakom slumbers on the banks of the famous Vembanad Lake. The Vembanad Lake with its majestic canals, streams and distributaries along its banks weave an intricate and enchantingly beautiful web. The gorgeous green of the fringed palms ripple in the blue waters and blend into wavelets.

The entire state of Kerala is blessed with plenty of rivers and the resources of many are still untapped. The waterways of Kerala play a main role in the economy of the state, links remote villages and islands with the main land. The water ways provide a cheap and economical mode of transport. It is incredibly different experience to cruise in the backwaters in country boats, absorbing the beauty of Kerala villages. The scenery flashes up vivid contrasts of breath-taking greens and deep blues. Boat rides, houseboat cruises and holiday packages are available for tourist and others at nominal rates.

The serene lake comes alive during Onam with a spectacular water regatta-the snake boat races. It is indeed amazing to watch oarsmen, at least a hundred in one boat, slice their way through the waters to the rhythm of their own full throated singing.

	Bird Santuary 

	| 

Located on the banks of the Vembanad Lake, the bird sanctuary is spread across 14 acres. The Kumarakom Bird Sanctuary, an ornithologist's paradise is a favourite haunt of migratory birds like the siberian stork, egret, darter, heron and teal.

A visit to the bird sanctuary, set within the lush acres of wooded land nearby, acquaints you to the variety of migratory birds that flock in thousands, some from the Himalayas, some even from as far as Siberia. In addition, you can get thrilled of the native kingfishers ablaze in psychedelic colours, experience a walk under rookeries of egrets and night herons or lone golden-backed woodpeckers and even delight in the acrobatics of the paradise fly-catchers. 

Pathiramanal (sands of midnight), an enchanting island on the lake, can be accessed by boat from here. This 10 acre island on the backwaters is home to many rare varieties of migratory birds from different parts of the world. According to mythology a young Brahmin dived into the Vembanad Lake to perform his evening ablutions and the water madeway for the land to rise from below. The island can be accessed only by boat. A cruise along the Vembanad Lake is the best way to experience the sanctuary.

Attractions of Kumarakom Bird Sanctuary
The main attractions are local birds like the waterfowl, cuckoo, owl, egret, heron and the water duck, as well as the migratory Siberian cranes. Parrots, teal, larks, flycatchers, wood beetle, and other birds are seen here during their respective migratory seasons. 

Viewing the Kumarakom Bird Sanctuary
Houseboats and motorboats are available on hire for bird watching cruises on the lake. 

Best Time To Visit 
The best time to bird watch is between June and August. To watch Migratory birds, November to February is the best time. 






	ATTRACTIONS
	 



	

	Alappuzha Beach
	 

	Alappuzha beach is one of the most popular spots in the district of Alappuzha. Its beautiful garden on the shore gives an exclusive sight. Imposing buildings of a colonial past overlook the shore. The pier, which extends into the sea is more than 140 years old and is a rare sight. Dense Palm groves at one end and an ancient towering light house at the other, Vijay Park and Sea view park are all spectacular sights one should never miss. Boating Facility is available in both Parks. 

Facilities at the Vijaya Beach Park: Boating, a children’s park with toy train and bicycles. Open from 1500 - 2000 hours. 

  
	

	 

	Backwater Cruise
	 

	View the landscape beauty, monuments, temples, churches and industries of Alappuzha by cruising through its rivers, canals and backwaters. The starting point is from Alleppey and the finishing point is at Jetty.
 

	Boatraces

Alappuzha district is proud of being the cradle of boat races. All the important boat races, namely the Nehru Trophy boat Race at Punnamada, the Payippad near Haripad, the Thiruvandoor, Neerettupuram, Karuvatta and Thaikkoottam boat races are held at different parts of the district during August-September . Thousands of people from all parts of the world come and witness these races. 

 

	Krishnapuram Palace

Located at a distance of 47 km from Alappuzha on the way to Kollam, this palace was built in the 18th century during the reign of Marthanda Varma. This palace is noted for its typical Kerala architecture, with gabled roof, dormer windows and narrow corridors. Here you will find the famous mural kept in the western end of the ground floor, called ‘Gajendra Moksham’ which is the largest mural in Kerala. There is also a museum of antique sculptures, paintings and bronze articles in the palace.

 

	Kuttanad Region

The region is known as the 'Rice Bowl of Kerala'. It is perhaps the only region in the world where farming is done below sea level. The boat trip to Changanacherry passes through this beautiful and fertile region. 

	Mullakkal Rajeswari Temple 

It is dedicated to the Goddess Rajarajeswari. The nine day 'Navarathri' festival is celebrated twice a year and is of special significance to the people of Alappuzha. Another important festival of the temple is 'Thaipooyakavadi'. 

	Pathiramanal

This is a small captivating island in the Vembanad Lake. Situated between Thaneermukkom and Kumarakom, this island is the favourite spot for hundreds of rare migratory birds from different parts of the world. 

	Ambalapuzha Temple

Constructed in the typical Kerala architectural style, this temple is famous all over India, and is renowned for the Palpayasam, the daily offering of sweet milk porridge. This temple witnesses the performance of Pallipana by Velans (sorcerers) once every twelve years. Paintings of the Dasavatharam (the ten incarnations of Lord Vishnu) are displayed on the inner walls of the temple. The ‘ Ottanthullal’, a satiric art form based on social themes was the brain child of the poet Kunchan Nambiar who performed it for the first time in the premises of this temple. 

	Arthunkal Church

This christian Pilgrim centre near Sherthalai is 22 km. north of alappuzha. The St. Andrews Church here was built by Portuguese missionaries. The annual feast of St. Sebastian is held here in the month of January. 

	Champakulam Church

The St. Mary's Church is one of the oldest church in Kerala. It is said to be one of the seven churches established by St.Thomas. Tha annual feast is held on the 3rd Sunday of October. The feast of St. Joseph is celebrated on March 19th. 

	Chavara Bhavan

The ancestral home of the blessed Kuriakose Elias Chavara, lies 6 km. from Alappuzha. Thousands of devotees gather at this shrine. It can be reached only by boat from Alappuzha. 

	Chettikulangara Bhagavathy Temple, Mavelikkara

The shrine is known for the Kettukazhcha festival, which attracts a large number of devotees. The festival is held in Feb./Mar. and colourful procession is taken out. 

	Edathua Church

This church, dedicated to St. George is of special significance as it is believed that prayers and offerings here help in healing all kinds of mental disorders and other ailments. The annual feast is held from 5th - 7th May and attracts devotees from all parts of south India. The Church is just 24 kms. from Alappuzha. 

	Karumadikuttan

The small village near Ambalapuzha is known for the black granite idol of Lord Buddha known as Karumadikuttan. The idol dates back to 9th or 10th century. 

	Mannarsala

It is 32 kms. from Alappuzha near Haripad and is famous for the ancient temple of Sree Nagaraja, the King of Serpents. Pilgrims from all over the country assemble here during the two day annual festival. 

	Q S T and R Block Kayal

These regions are famous for farming over reclaimed land from the backwaters. The area is protected by dikes built all around and reminds visitors of the famous dikes of Netherlands. A cruise along the canals here is quite a memorable experience. 



	Punnapra 

A short distance from Alappuzha is Punnapra, a village which has gone down in history as the scene of a bitter and heroic fighting between the communists and Travancore State Police during the Punnapra Vayalar Communist uprising of 1946. 

	Mararikulam 

Situated on the coast south of Alappuzha,12 Kms. from Alappuzha, it houses a quiet beach and has an adjoining fishing village. Pool, tennis, water sports and Ayurvedic treatments are the leisure time activities one can avail of. 


